











Executive Search
ENDRESS ELECTS
Works at:

¢ Select Brands - selectbrandsinc.com

Plays at:
* Power & Light District -

powerandlightdistrict.com
¢ National World War | Museum -
libertymemorialmuseum.org
* Steamboat Arabia - 1856.com
* Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead
opkansas.org/_Vis/Farmstead
e Sprint Center - sprintcenter.com
HOLLAND HAILS
Works at:
* Treat America Food Services -

EAT AT EBT: Holland makes sure patrons at EBT
treatamerica.com

have a good meal marked by great service.

Plays at:
* EBT Restaurant - ebtrestaurant.com

Club Plaza and in south Johnson County, Endress says there’s nothing better than Kansas * Kelly’s - kellyswesportinn.com
City barbecue or the annual American Royal BBQ contest. As a grandparent, he enjoys OSBORN’S OVATIONS
taking his grandchildren to the Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead in Overland Park. Works at:

Endress loves spectator sports, as well. In his younger days, he played recreational * Persuadable Research Corp. -
softball and soccer. Today, he’s happy to cheer on local professional teams at Kauffman persuadables.com
Stadium, Arrowhead Stadium or the new Sprint Center downtown. Plays at:

Like Endress, Ed Holland is a Kansas City native who was happy to return after * KC Ballet - kansascityballet.org
spending some time away from the metropolitan area. CEO of Treat America Food * Justus - drugstorerestaurant.com
Services, a corporate catering and on site food management company, and owner of one ROBINSON RECOMMENDS
of Kansas City’s favorite restaurants, EBT, Holland appreciates how much Kansas City Works at:
has to offer area employers, from a strong work ethic and integrity to old-fashioned, » Mid America Nazarene University -
Midwest values. mnu.edu

“From a business standpoint, the people in Kansas City are second to none,” Holland * Crown Center - crowncenter.com

says. “We have an outstanding workforce.”

Brought to you by the KCADC & Anthem Media 73



Of course, Holland enjoys the many social amenities Kansas City has to offer, too.
His favorites are Kelly’s Westport Inn and the shops in Brookside. Holland says the
restaurants there have “some of the best flavors in Kansas City.”

Even executives who are not Kansas City natives are eager to sing the area’s
praises. Persuadable Research Corporation Chairman and CEO Chip Osborn
echoes both Endress” and Holland’s sentiments. Having lived in New York and Washington,
D.C., Osborn says Kansas City offers the “perfect balance” for busy executives:
culture and small-town charm. In fact, Osborn says he doesn’t restrict his social
life to just one area of Kansas City; he “moves around.” At any given time, Osborn
says he could be enjoying the Kansas City Ballet or driving to Smithville, Missouri,
for dinner at his favorite eatery, Justus Drugstore.

“Don’t forget that our air is clean, our seasons are distinct and we can get 20
miles outside the city in just minutes without a three-hour, bumper-to-bumper wait
just to begin,” he says.

Osborn has seen Kansas City in a way even most locals have not: from the air. As a
licensed pilot, he says congestion on land and in the air in New York translated to long
delays and frustration on those days he took the plane out.

“Here, P'm 10 minutes from the airport and instantly up in the air,” he says.

Ed Robinson, president of Mid America Nazarene University, is only too eager to
talk about Kansas City’s many amenities. Every year, new students file into his university

to study and embark on a new personal and professional journey. Along the way, they

discover what Robinson long ago learned about Kansas City.
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“I came from California 22 vyears
ago, and I love it here,” Robinson says.
“There’s so much to do, and there’s so
much free stuff, too, which is important
to students. Things like [First] Fridays
in the Crossroads Arts District, a cup
of coffee on the Plaza—which I consider
free when you compare it to California
prices—and free concerts at Crown
Center are all wonderful.”

Robinson says he can be virtually any-
where in Kansas City in 30 minutes or
less. And he notes that many of Kansas
City’s suburban communities have been
included in magazine lists that promote
the benefits of living in the region.

“Having lived in Los Angeles, I can tell
you that every time you go out, you have
to plan so you can navigate the traffic
and the hassles of the area. Here, you just
get in your car and go. I love that about
Kansas City.” @

GO (GREEN WITH US.
www.wskfurch.cam
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SALLY

story by SUSAN FOTOVICH MCCABE

et your motor running, and head out on the highway—for a good cause,

of course. Kansas City’s abundant motorcycle rallies suit just about every
kind of rider, and many of them serve the area’s charitable interests.

One such rally celebrated its seventh year in 2008. The Ride for Special Children, which
benefits First Downs For Down Syndrome (FDFDS, fdfds.org), generated excitement and
participation from motorcycle enthusiasts all around the metro. The event, co-sponsored
by KC Creations motorcycle dealership and repair shop (kc-creations.com), helped to raise
funds for hundreds of Kansas City families dealing with the difficulties of Down syndrome.

“Having participated in last year’s Ride for Special Children and KC Creations’
birthday party, I must admit this year’s schedule was very well assembled,” KC
Creations co-owner Kim Suter says.

Motorcycle retailers Central Harley-Davidson (centralharleydavidson.com), Donnell’s
Motorcycles (donnellsmotorcycles.com), Gail’s Harley-Davidson (feelthepower.com) and
Shawnee Cycle Plaza (shawneecycleplaza.com) played a similar role in raising funds
during 2008’ Cross-Lines Annual Motorcycle Ride for Hunger. The money raised
helped stock the Cross-Lines community food pantry (cross-lines.org).

But one of Kansas City’s biggest motorcycle rallies is Bikers for Babies, which

benefits the March of Dimes (modimeskc.org). Celebrating its 14th ride in Kansas
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City this year, the rally raises funds and
awareness about premature births.

Kansas City motorcycle enthusiast
Brook Stokes of CRB Consulting Engineers
has participated in both the Bikers for
Babies and Ride for Special Children
rallies. Stokes, who often includes his
family, says he loves the idea of combin-
ing his passion with a worthy cause.

“There’s an entire network of bikers
who come together because they love
to ride,” Stokes says. “But when the
ride is for a good cause, it makes it all
the more sweet.”

For Stokes, biking started out as a
personal hobby, but when his wife
joined in on the fun, he quickly added
new features to his hog.

“When I bought my bike, I wasn’t
married. My girlfriend, who is now
my wife, asked me if I ever considered
adding a small back seat,” Stokes says.
“Then it was a sissy bar, a windshield,
foot pads and a tote bag. It’s gone from
being a lean and mean bike for taking
day trips to a touring bike.”

Indeed, motorcycles have become a
passion for so many people, that it’s a
misnomer to automatically associate a
biker with Hell’s Angels, Stokes says.
Many of the everyday bikers he meets
on rallies are high-ranking executives for
some of Kansas City’s top companies.

“CEOQOs, VPs: Biking isn’t restricted to
any one group anymore,” he says. “And
when they stop and take off their helmets
at the end of the ride, you realize they’re
[just] down-to-earth individuals who

enjoy their motorcycles.” ®
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HELPING HANDS

As CEOs determine to which nonprofit
boards they will donate their time and
service, Michelle Davis, executive director
of Kansas City’s Council on Philanthropy,
says the end choices typically follow
three patterns: Most executives end up
working with organizations that impact
multiple nonprofit agencies, organizations
that consistently have a local or regional
nonprofit push and organizations that
have a timely nonprofit goal.

In Kansas City, for example, the United
Way (kcunitedway.org), American Red
Cross (kcredcross.org) and Salvation
Army are common choices for a CEO who
supports the mission of multiple-agency
service. Operation Breakthrough—a
local family service center dedicated to
providing a safe and loving educational
environment to poverty-striken children
(operationbreakthrough.org)—has
consistently served the needs of its
community, while the Arts Council of
Metropolitan Kansas City (artslinks.org)
might be the choice for CEOs passionate
about bringing greater attention to Kansas

City’s cultural scene.
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story by SUSAN FOTOVICH MCCABE

ansas City’s nonprofit organizations are thriving in 2008, thanks in part
to the many personal and corporate contributions from the community
itself—especially its leaders.

A community’s investment in time, treasure and talent is the driving force behind
the success of nonprofit efforts, according to Michelle Davis, executive director
of Kansas City’s Council on Philanthropy (kcphilnet.org). Her organization exists to
strengthen the area’s nonprofit sector through education, information and collaboration.
Davis says a key component of any nonprofit organization’s strength is its board
of directors. And in Kansas City, many nonprofit boards are fortunate enough to
rely on the active participation of the area’s high-level executives.

“Many CEOs, CFOs or chief marketing executives will share their professional
talents with area nonprofit boards,” Davis says. “In some ways, it’s a way for the
company to give back to its community. But oftentimes, these individuals find
that it is very rewarding to see the other side of the fence from the front lines and
witness how a nonprofit organization can impact people in a significant way.”

Today, nonprofit boards have become much more strategic and formal, often
requiring members to agree to an average three-year term and sign a contract
to verify that they understand their obligations. Additionally, the Council on Philan-
thropy provides a board training session twice a year to lend new or current
board members with the knowledge they need to be effective in their service. Specifically,
the Council’s Boards of Tomorrow workshop introduces participants to the work-
ings of nonprofit groups, explains the common service parameters—fiscal and
legal responsibilities, fundraising requirements and staff development—and also
encourages all participants to ask questions of the nonprofit they are considering
or currently serving.

“We always tell people that if you agree to serve on a nonprofit board, you
want to make sure it’s a good fit,” Davis explains. “Most people don’t get married
to the organization after just one meeting. It’s a good idea to ‘date’ the effort,
either by attending events [and] programs or serving on a committee.”

Eventually, a “fairly high” proportion of Kansas City’s CEOs and high-level
executives do end up committing, benefiting the community’s philanthropic efforts
with their social and professional networks, experience and executive mentality.

Nevertheless, Davis recommends that executives at this level review a copy of
The Ultimate Board Member’s Book by Kay Sprinkel Grace. The Council uses
the book in its Boards of Tomorrow training session, and Davis describes it as a
“one-hour read.”

“While board service is a wonderful contribution, it is a serious commitment,”
Davis says. “Executives should do their homework and fully understand what

they’re being asked to do. ®
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home was bmlt in 1912"'

ansas City’s luxury real estate offerings meet the needs of newcomer executives
with a wide range of amenities and an immeasurable amount of character.
Luxury in Leawood: Built by R.M. Standard & Co. in 2004, a home in the
Tuscany Reserve of Leawood, Kansas, presents 5,842 square feet of meticulous attention
to detail. The grandeur begins even before guests enter the wrought iron gate, thanks
to a stucco exterior, tile roof and brick-paved driveway.

Accented with Venetian plaster walls and heated travertine flooring, the home’s great
room exhibits extensive features for successful entertaining: a cast-stone fireplace; a
high-definition, flat-screen television with theater sound; and mahogany French doors
that lead to the courtyard. Dining options include a formal dining room and breakfast
room in addition to an eat-in, gourmet kitchen and bar.

One of three bedrooms, the master suite has a fireplace, a flat-screen television and
an outdoor veranda with views of the landscaped gardens below. An elegant spa bath-
room with a steam shower and Jacuzzi adjoins the suite. An adjacent private exercise
room is connected to its own balcony.

On the main floor, the oversized guest room with private courtyard serves as a
second master suite. The main level veranda is home to a grill, bar and cast-stone fireplace;
around the corner lies a dreamy infinity pool and spa.

The second floor offers another guest room and a library; the 3,000-square-foot

walkout lower level offers even more options.
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Urban Oasis: Located just south of
the Country Club Plaza, a palatial stone
home in the Sunset Hill neighborhood—
built in 1912—embodies turn-of-the-century
design. Totaling nearly 7,000 square feet,
this charmer has been updated to meet
modern needs.

On the main level, spacious rooms,
multi-windowed sunrooms off the formal
living and dining rooms, and a flood of
natural light define the home’s look and feel.
Oak flooring and elegantly detailed ceiling
mouldings add character throughout.

Four two-bedroom suites await on the
second floor. A fifth bedroom is located
on the third floor—a perfect location for
a quiet office or occasional guest room.

King of the Castle: Built in 1930, a mag-
nificent, two-story Tudor on Mission Hills,
Kansas’ coveted Verona Road is an all-brick
structure. Its slate roof exudes the charm
and majesty of the royalty that inspired it.

The interior of this stately manor
features exquisite architectural flourish:
random plank oak floors, beautiful linen-
fold walnut paneling, a cathedral ceiling,
a limestone fireplace and arched windows
that bathe the sunroom with warm, natural
light. The kitchen and living area have
been updated with stainless appliances,
granite countertops and a mini-bar.

The home has six bedrooms, including a
carriage house that sits atop its four-car
garage. Just as impressive, the grounds
feature mature trees and beautiful
landscaping around brick patios and
walkways. An exterior fireplace adds
the perfect touch for outdoor entertaining

year round. ®
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The Kansas City region covers two states and more than 18 different counties (identified on

the map above). KC is home to more than 2 million residents who crisscross the state line on a

daily basis. Learn more about our diverse OneKC metro at thinkkc.com.
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TOP TEN REASONS
1O LIVE IN KC

In KC, “four seasons” is not just a novel idea for a hotel name.
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Cheap dates. The Nelson-Atkins, Kemper and Nerman museums
invite art enthusiasts to spend an hour or the entire day perusing masterpieces—for free.

No sharks. At least, we don’t think there are.
We haven’t checked all of the city’s nearly 200 fountains.

Cows in downtown! Sure, they’re just colorful statues,
but try finding that in New York.

@ Boulevard Beer. Potential hangovers aside, even
W Martha Stewart would have to admit it’s a very good thing.

For the first time in five years, the Royals didn’t finish last in their division. Thanks, Detroit!

“Funk!” At least there’s one good thing about Kansas City Mayor Mark Funkhouser’s
surname: It's a pretty effective expletive every time you drive over a teeth-rattling pothole.

With two reality TV winners in the last year (“American Idol” David Cook and
“Design Star” Jennifer Bertrand), KC is a shoo-in for the next “Project Runway.”

If you’re looking to relocate or start a hockey franchise,
there happens to be a vacancy at Sprint Center.

When your mortgage is less—by half—than the rent you pay in Chicago,
New York or L.A., you know you’re home.
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